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Notice of Meeting 

Pursuant to Clause 2.5 of Council’s Standing Orders, a Special Meeting of Council 
has been called for Tuesday 26 March 2024. The meeting is to be conducted at 
6.00pm in the City of Cockburn Council Chambers, Administration Building, Coleville 
Crescent, Spearwood. 

Purpose of Meeting 

• To adopt the Compliance Audit Return (CAR) for the period of 1 January to 31 
December 2023, for it to be submitted to the Department Local Government 
Sports and Cultural Industries by the statutory timeframe of 31 March 2024, as 
required by Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 
1996 (as amended)

• Confidential Item

Daniel Simms 
Chief Executive Officer 

PO Box 1215, Bibra Lake 
Western Australia 6965 

Cnr Rockingham Road and 
Coleville Crescent, Spearwood 

Telephone: (08) 9411 3444 
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Special Council Meeting 
6pm, Tuesday, 26 March 2024 
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Agenda  
 
1. Declaration of Meeting 
 
“Kaya, Wanju Wadjuk Budjar” which means “Hello, Welcome to Wadjuk Land”. 
 
The Presiding Member will acknowledge the Nyungar People who are the traditional 
custodians of the land on which the meeting is being held and pay respect to 
theElders of the Nyungar Nation, both past and present and extend that respect to 
Indigenous Australians present. 

 
 
2. Appointment of Presiding Member (when required) 
 
 

3. Disclaimer (To be read aloud by Presiding Member) 
 
Members of the public, who attend Council Meetings, should not act immediately on 
anything they hear at the Meetings, without first seeking clarification of Council's 
position.   
Persons are advised to wait for written advice from the Council prior to taking action 
on any matter that they may have before Council. 

 
 
4. Acknowledgement of Receipt of Written Declarations of 

Financial Interests and Conflict of Interest (by Presiding 
Member) 

 
Nil 

 
 
5. Apologies & Leave of Absence 
 
Leave of Absence: Cr Carol Zhang 
Apology: Cr Kevin Allen 
 
 

6. Public Question Time 
 
 

7. Deputations 
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8. Declaration by Members Who have Not Given Due
Consideration to Matters Contained in the Business Paper
Presented before the Meeting

9. Purpose of Meeting

• To adopt the Compliance Audit Return (CAR) for the period of 1 January to 31 
December 2023, for it to be submitted to the Department Local Government 
Sports and Cultural Industries by the statutory timeframe of 31 March 2024, as 
required by Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 
1996 (as amended)

• Confidential Item
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10. Committee Reports   
 

10.1.1 Local Government Compliance Audit Return 2023 

 Executive Executive Governance and Strategy  

 Author Risk and Governance Advisor  

 Attachments 1. Compliance Audit Return 2023    

   

Officer Recommendation 
The Committee recommends Council 

(1) ADOPTS the Local Government Compliance Audit Return 2023 for the 2023 
calendar year, presented as the attachment to this report, for adoption by 
Council; and 

(2) ACKNOWLEDGES that the Compliance Audit Return 2023 presented as the 
attachment to this report will be subsequently jointly certified by the Mayor and 
Chief Executive Officer for submission to the Department of Local Government, 
Sport and Cultural Industries.  

Committee Recommendation 
MOVED Deputy Mayor C Stone SECONDED Mayor L Howlett 
That Council: 

(1) Subject to an amendment to the comment for Finance item 1, to remove the word 
“not”, ADOPTS the Local Government Compliance Audit Return 2023 for the 
2023 calendar year, presented as the attachment to this report, for adoption by 
Council; and 

(2) ACKNOWLEDGES that the Compliance Audit Return 2023 presented as the 
attachment to this report will be subsequently jointly certified by the Mayor and 
Chief Executive Officer for submission to the Department of Local Government, 
Sport and Cultural Industries.  

CARRIED 6/0 

  

 
Background 

Pursuant to Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 
1996, completion of the Local Government Compliance Audit Return (CAR) has been 
mandatory for all local governments in Western Australia since 2000. 

The Audit Risk and Compliance (ARC) Committee is required to review the CAR and 
is to report to Council the results of that review. 

The CAR is then required to be presented to the Council, adopted by the Council and 
recorded in the minutes if the meeting at which it is adopted. 
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Report 

The Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 require every local government to 
carry out a Compliance Audit for the period 1 January to 31 December each year and 
to complete a CAR as produced by the Local Government, Sports and Cultural 
Industries (DLGSC).  
 
The CAR is to be: 

• Reviewed by the Audit Committee 

• Presented to Council at a meeting of the Council 

• Adopted by the Council 

• Recorded in the minutes of the council meeting at which it is adopted.  
 
Pursuant to Regulation 14(3A) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 the 
CAR 2023 is to be presented to, and reviewed by, a meeting of the ARC Committee, 
and the result of that review reported to a meeting of Council for adoption. 

Attachment 1 represents the CAR 2023 completed by City Officers, to be reviewed 
by the ARC Committee. The CAR 2023 was facilitated by the City’s Legal and 
Compliance Service Unit. 

The CAR 2023 did not identify any instances of non-compliance. 

After the CAR has been presented to and adopted by Council, a certified copy is to 
be signed by the Mayor and CEO for lodgement with DLGSC by 31 March 2024 
together with the relevant section of the council minutes and any additional 
information explaining or qualifying the CAR. 

Following its adoption by Council, and pursuant to Regulations 14 and 15 of the 
Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, the City will submit the following 
documents to DLGSC by the 31 March 2023: 

• City of Cockburn CAR 2023 Certified Copy of Return for the period 1 January 
2023 to 31 December 2023, signed by the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer 

• Copy of the relevant section of the Council Minutes, confirming Council’s 
adoption of the CAR 2023. 

 
Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 

Listening & Leading 
A community focused, sustainable, accountable and progressive organisation. 
• Best practice Governance, partnerships and value for money. 
 
Budget/Financial Implications 

N/A 
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Legal Implications 

Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 refer 

Community Consultation 

N/A 

Risk Management Implications 

Failure to adopt the recommendation will result in non-compliance with meeting the 
31 March 2024 deadline for the CAR statutory reporting requirements to the 
regulator, the DLGSC. 

Advice to Proponent(s)/Submitters 

N/A 

Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 

Nil 
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11. Confidential Business 

11.1 Confidential Service Report 

This report and its attachments are CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with Section 
5.23(2) (a) and (e)(ii) of the Local Government Act 1995, which permits the meeting 
to be closed to the public for business relating to the following: 

(a) a matter affecting an employee or employees. 

(e)(ii) a matter that if disclosed, would reveal information that has a commercial value 
to a person. 

11.2 Construction Service Matter 

This report and its attachments are CONFIDENTIAL in accordance with 
Section 5.23(2) (e)(ii) of the Local Government Act 1995, which permits the 
meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to the following: 

(e)(ii) a matter that if disclosed, would reveal information that has a 
commercial value to a person. 

  

12. Resolution of Compliance 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council is satisfied that resolutions carried at this Meeting and applicable to 
items concerning Council provided services and facilities, are:- 

 
(1) integrated and co-ordinated, so far as practicable, with any provided by the 

Commonwealth, the State or any public body; 
 

(2) not duplicated, to an extent Council considers inappropriate, services or 
facilities as provided by the Commonwealth, the State or any other body or 
person, whether public or private; and 
 

(3) managed efficiently and effectively. 
 

 

13. Closure of Meeting 
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