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The Council of the City Of Cockburn 

Special Council Meeting 

Thursday, 24 March 2022 At 6pm 

Minutes 

PRESENT 

Elected Members 

Mr L Howlett  -  Mayor (Presiding Member) 
Mr K Allen  -  Councillor (via eMeeting) 
Ms P Corke  -  Councillor (via eMeeting) 
Mr T Dewan  -  Councillor (via eMeeting) 
Mr P Eva  -  Councillor (via eMeeting) 
Ms L Kirkwood  -  Councillor (via eMeeting) 
Mr M Separovich  -  Councillor 
Ms C Stone  -  Councillor (via eMeeting) 
 

In Attendance 

Mr T Brun  -  Chief Executive Officer 
Mr D Arndt  -  Chief of Built and Natural Environment (via 

eMeeting) 
Mr S Downing  -  Chief Financial Officer 
Mr A Lees  -  Chief of Operations (via eMeeting) 
Mrs G Bowman  -  Chief of Community Services (via eMeeting) 
Ms E Milne  -  Executive Governance and Strategy 
Ms V Green  -  Executive Corporate Affairs (via eMeeting) 
Ms J Iles  -  Executive People Experience and Transformation 

(via eMeeting) 
Mr J Fiori  - Risk and Governance Advisor (via eMeeting) 
Mr M Lee  - Support System Officer (Observer) 
Mrs B Pinto  -  Governance Officer 
Mrs S D'Agnone  -  Council Minute Officer  
 
Note: 
Deputy Mayor T Widenbar was unable to connect to the meeting due to technical 
difficulties.  

1. Declaration of Meeting 

The Presiding Member declared the meeting open at 6pm and welcomed all in 
attendance. 

Version: 2, Version Date: 28/04/2022
Document Set ID: 11058472



SCM 24/03/2022    

 

      

4 of 38      

“Kaya, Wanju Wadjuk Budjar” which means “Hello, Welcome to Wadjuk Land” 

The Presiding Member acknowledged the Nyungar People who are the traditional 
custodians of the land on which the meeting is being held and pay respect to the 
Elders of the Nyungar Nation, both past and present and extend that respect to 
Indigenous Australians who are with us tonight. 
 
Mayor Howlett advised the following: 
 

• Elected Members in the chamber will vote via the electronic voting button 

• Elected Members online will vote with a show of hand 

• Elected Members will raise their hand when they would like to speak 

• Please keep cameras turned on at all times during the meeting 

• Please keep microphones turned off at all times, unless you are speaking.’ 
 

2. Appointment of Presiding Member (If required) 

Nil 

3. Disclaimer (Read by Presiding Member) 

Members of the public, who attend Council Meetings, should not act immediately on 
anything they hear at the Meetings, without first seeking clarification of Council's 
position. Persons are advised to wait for written advice from the Council prior to 
taking action on any matter that they may have before Council. 

4. Acknowledgement of Receipt of Written Declarations of 
Financial Interests and Conflict of Interest (by Presiding 
Member) 

Nil  

5. Apologies & Leave of Absence 

Cr C Terblanche    -   Leave of Absence  

6. Public Question Time 

Nil   

7. Deputations  

Nil 
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8. Declaration by Members Who have Not Given Due 
Consideration to Matters Contained in the Business Paper 
Presented before the Meeting 

Nil   

9. Purpose of Meeting 

Part A   
To nominate an Elected Member to the Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee.  
 

Note: Meeting to be adjourned and reconvened at the conclusion of the Audit, Risk 

and Compliance Committee Meeting. 

 
Part B 
To adopt the Compliance Audit Return (CAR) for the period 1 January to 31 
December 2021, for it to be submitted to the Department Local Government Sport 
and Cultural Industries by the statutory timeframe of 31 March 2022, as required by 
Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 (as 
amended). 
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10. Governance and Strategy 

 

10.1 (2022/MINUTE NO 0060) Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee - 

Member(s) Appointment 

Author Emma Milne  

Attachments N/A 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

(1) NOTES Mayor Howlett’s resignation from the Audit, Risk and Compliance 
Committee, effective 17 March 2022; 

(2) APPOINTS Cr Corke as a member of the Audit, Risk and Compliance 
Committee; and 

(3) APPOINTS Cr Separovich as a Deputy Member of the Audit, Risk and 
Compliance Committee. 

 

Council Decision 
MOVED Cr M Separovich SECONDED Cr L Kirkwood 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 8/0 

     
Background 
 
Council appointed membership of the Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee (ARC) 
to four Elected Members at the 10 March 2022 Ordinary Council Meeting.    
 
On 17 March 2022, the City received advice from Mayor Howlett of his resignation 
from the ARC, effective immediately. This reduced the number of Elected Members 
on the Committee to three. 
 
The ARC Terms of Reference requires the Committee comprise of a minimum of four 
Elected Members. 
 
Submission 
 
N/A 
 
Report 
 
As part of the Council’s obligations, the ARC facilitates the review of the Annual 
Compliance Audit Return required under Regulation 14 of the Local Government 
(Audit) Regulations 1996. 
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The Compliance Audit Return is required to be submitted to the Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries by 31 March 2022. 
 
For the report to be submitted to the ARC, the Committee must be formed in 
accordance with the Terms of Reference as determined by Council. 
 
This meeting will seek to appoint at least one new member to the ARC. 
 
Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 
 
Listening & Leading 
A community focused, sustainable, accountable, and progressive organisation. 
• Best practice Governance, partnerships and value for money. 
 
Budget/Financial Implications 
 
N/A 
 
Legal Implications 
 
Local Government Act 1995 and Regulation 14 of the Local Government (Audit) 
Regulations 1996.  
 
Community Consultation 
 
N/A 
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
There is a “Substantial” level of assessed “Compliance” Risk associated with this 
item in the event that the ARC is not formed, and the City is unable to submit the 
Compliance Audit Return within in the required deadline.  
 
Advice to Proponent(s)/Submitters 
 
N/A  
 
Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 
 
Nil  
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6.09pm Mayor Howlett adjourned the meeting to allow the Audit, Risk and 
Compliance Meeting to be conducted. 

 
7.00pm Mayor Howlett reopened the meeting.   
 
 
Present 
 
Mr L Howlett  -  Mayor (Presiding Member) 
Ms C Stone  -  Councillor (eMeeting) 
Mr P Eva  -  Councillor (eMeeting)  
Mr K Allen  -  Councillor (eMeeting) 
Ms P Corke  -  Councillor (eMeeting) 
Mr M Separovich  -  Councillor 
Mr T Dewan  -  Councillor (eMeeting) 
Ms L Kirkwood  -  Councillor (eMeeting) 

In Attendance 

Mr T Brun  -  Chief Executive Officer 
Mr D Arndt  -  Chief of Built and Natural Environment (eMeeting) 
Mr S Downing  -  Chief Financial Officer 
Mr A Lees  -  Chief of Operations (eMeeting) 
Mrs G Bowman  -  Chief of Community Services (eMeeting) 
Ms E Milne  -  Executive Governance and Strategy 
Ms V Green  -  Executive Corporate Affairs (eMeeting) 
Ms J Iles  -  Executive People Experience & Transformation 

(eMeeting) 
Mr J Fiori  - Risk and Governance Advisor (eMeeting) 
Mrs B Pinto  -  Governance Officer 
Mrs S D'Agnone  -  Council Minute Officer  
Mr M Lee  - Support System Officer (Observer) 

 
Note:  
Deputy Mayor T Widenbar was unable to connect to the meeting due to technical 
difficulties.  
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10.2 (2022/MINUTE NO 0061) Audit, Risk and Compliance Meeting - 24 

March 2022 - Compliance Audit Return 

Author Emma Milne  

Attachments 1. Compliance Audit Return 2021 - Certified Copy of Return ⇩  
2. Compliance Audit Return 2021 - Independent Auditor's Report 

⇩  
3. Audit, Risk and Compliance Committee - Alternative 

Recommendation - Copy ⇩   
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

(1) RECEIVES the report; 

(2) NOTES the City of Cockburn Compliance Audit Return (CAR) 2021 Certified 
Copy of Return for the period 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2021, to be 
signed by the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer, and the City of Cockburn CAR 
2021 Independent Auditor's Report from Macri Partners as the external 
independent validation of the CAR 2021; 

(3) NOTES the endorsement of these documents at the Audit, Risk and Compliance 
Committee (ARC), 24 March 2022, subject to the changes required as per the 
copy of the Alternate Recommendation for the ARC (as attached); 

(4) ADOPTS the CAR 2021 to include the changes as per the copy of the Alternate 
Recommendation for submission to the Director General, Department of Local 
Government, Sports and Cultural Industries (DLGSC), by 31 March 2022.  

 

Council Decision 
MOVED Cr K Allen SECONDED Cr M Separovich 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 8/0 

     
Background 
 
Pursuant to Regulation 14(3A) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, 
the CAR 2021 is to be presented to, and reviewed by, a meeting of the Audit, Risk 
and Compliance Committee (ARC), and the result of that review reported to a 
meeting of Council for adoption. 
  
Attachment 1 represents the CAR 2021 completed by City Officers and reviewed by 
the ARC Committee. 
 
Attachment 2 represents the Macri Partners Independent Auditor’s Report validating 
the CAR 2021 City Officers’ responses to questionnaires. 
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Attachment 3 represents a copy of the Alternate Recommendation submitted to the 
ARC, 24 March 2022 for consideration.  
 
Council appointed membership of the ARC to four Elected Members at the 10 March 
2022 Ordinary Council Meeting.    
 
On 17 March 2022, prior to a scheduled ARC meeting, the City received advice from 
Mayor Howlett of his resignation from the ARC, effective immediately. This reduced 
the number of Elected Members on the Committee to three. 
 
As the ARC Terms of Reference require that the Committee comprise of a minimum 
of four Elected Members, the committee meeting could not proceed, and was 
adjourned to 24 March 2022. 
 
Submission 
 
N/A 
 
Report 
 
The 24 March 2022 (adjourned from 17 March 2022) Audit, Risk and Compliance 
Committee Meeting was required to consider the Compliance Audit Return (CAR) 
2021. 
 
The primary focus of the reconvened ARC meeting was to present the completed 
Compliance Audit Return (CAR) 2021 to the Committee  for review, in accordance 
with regulation 14(3) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 (the 
Regulations), together with an independent validation of this CAR. The result of that 
review is now reported to Council for adoption. 
 
Following its adoption by Council, and pursuant to Regulations 14 and 15 of the 
Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, the City will submit the following 
documents by the 31 March 2022: 
 

• City of Cockburn CAR 2021 Certified Copy of Return for the period 1 January 
2021 to 31 December 2021, signed by the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer. 

• City of Cockburn CAR 2021 Independent Auditor's Report from Macri Partners as 
the external independent validation of the CAR 2021 

• Copy of the relevant section of the Council Minutes, confirming Council’s 
adoption of the CAR 2021. 

 
Strategic Plans/Policy Implications 
 
Listening & Leading 
A community focused, sustainable, accountable and progressive organisation. 
• Best practice Governance, partnerships and value for money. 
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Budget/Financial Implications 
 
N/A 
 
Legal Implications 
 
Regulations 14 and 15 of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 refer. 
 
Community Consultation 
 
N/A 
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
Failure to adopt the recommendation will result in non-compliance with meeting the 
31 March 2022 deadline for the CAR statutory reporting requirements to the 
regulator, the DLGSC. 
Advice to Proponent(s)/Submitters 
 
N/A 
 
Implications of Section 3.18(3) Local Government Act 1995 
 
Nil 
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11. Confidential Business 

Nil  

12. (2022/MINUTE NO 0062) RESOLUTION OF COMPLIANCE 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council is satisfied that resolutions carried at this Meeting and applicable to 
items concerning Council provided services and facilities, are:- 

 
(1) integrated and co-ordinated, so far as practicable, with any provided by the 

Commonwealth, the State or any public body; 
 

(2) not duplicated, to an extent Council considers inappropriate, services or 
facilities as provided by the Commonwealth, the State or any other body or 
person, whether public or private; and 
 

(3) managed efficiently and effectively. 
 

 

Council Decision 
MOVED Cr P Corke SECONDED Cr C Stone 
 
That the recommendation be adopted. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 8/0 

 

13. Closure of Meeting 

The meeting closed at 7.04pm. 
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