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Policy Type 

Local Planning Policy 


Policy Purpose

The City is concerned about the siting of overhead power lines within the district, based on community representations about the possible health impacts associated with long term exposure to electromagnetic fields, together with the unacceptable visual impact from such facilities.

The purpose of this policy is to provide a clear statement of the Council’s position in relation to the siting of overhead power lines.


Policy Statement

(1)	High Voltage Power Lines

1. New high voltage power lines within the district are to be located in a manner such that the distance between the power lines, residences and other sensitive land uses is maximised.

2. Where possible power lines are to be sited in areas without residences and by utilising utility corridors.

3. Utility agencies are to provide Council with a detailed assessment of expected field strengths at residences and other sensitive land uses within the vicinity of proposed new high voltage power lines.

4. Undergrounding of high voltage power lines is to be carried out wherever possible.

(2)	Future Urban and Residential Areas Within Proximity of Existing High Voltage Power Lines

1. Developers are required to provide the City with advice from Western Power and the Department of Health (Radiation Health Branch) as to the setbacks required from existing high voltage overhead power lines from residences and other sensitive land uses.

2. Wherever possible residences and other sensitive land uses within newly developed areas adjacent to existing overhead high voltage power lines are to be located a minimum acceptable distance from the lines as specified by the Agencies referred to in 2.1.


(3)	Low Voltage Power Lines

The Council will recommend to the Western Australian Planning Commission that in all new urban residential subdivisions the low voltage power lines be installed underground in accordance with the Western Australian Planning Commission Policy No. DC 2.2 Section 3.9.
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